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Late Model Magazine, we ran

a cover story entitled “Traction
Control — What is the big deal with
this little thing?” The story was very
popular and stirred a lot of interest.
So we decided to revisit traction
control and see what has happened
in the last seven-plus years since
we did the first story.

Instead of titling this piece
“Traction Control Revisited” it should
be titled “The More Things Change,
the More They Stay the Same”.
Although not the hot button issue
it was seven years ago, traction
control is still a subject of discussion
and sanctioning bodies, series and
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racers are still aware of it.

In the seven years since the
first test, there have been a number
of advances in traction control in
general, and the Davis devices in
particular. One of the purposes of
the test was to compare the unit
we tested in 2005 and the newest
device that is out there today.

“If we had a complaint about
the original units, it was that when
activated it was sometimes not as
smooth as we would have liked,”
said Shannon Davis of Davis Tech-
nologies. “It could be jerky (depend-
ing on adjustments), and was de-
scribed by one driver as feeling like
you were towing a car on a rope.”

The old unit was working once ev-
ery one or two tenths of a second.
We could make it go faster, but you
lost sensitivity. With the new chip
technology that is available today,
the unit works every cylinder and is
a lot smoother without losing any
sensitivity.”

“The drivability is a big deal.
You win races with a fast car that
is drivable and is easy to get around
the track and trough traffic.”

THE TEST

For the 2005 article, we used Davis
Technologies 5000-SL unit. In this
test, we used the Davis Technolo-
gies TMS-9500-Short, which is the
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Fuel Bowl Baffles
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latest from Davis and also the old
5000-SL unit like the one used in
the 2005 test. We had no shortage
of drivers that were willing to do the
test, but ran into a problem of put-
ting them and a race track together.
As Blount Motorsports also
has an interest in Smoky Mountain
Speedway, we contacted Larry
Garner and Tommy Kerr at Blount
Motorsports to see if we could put
it all together. We were able to
hook up with them when they were
doing their own test sessions at
Smoky Mountain Speedway, so we
could do the traction control test in
conjunction with their testing. A big
advantage of using Smoky Mountain
for the test is that the track is well-
prepped by David Bryant for testing.
The first test was held on
March 21 and was cut short due to
drive shaft problems in the primary
car, as well as some problems with

data acquisition. It was decided to
call it a wasted day and the test Above photo: Before the traction control test, the car was set-up like it would
was reschedule for Mav 17. The car before a race at Smoky Mountain Speedway. Billy Ogle, Jr. talks with

din th )F/Q k ch David Bryant while B.J. Hilman makes a right front shock change.
u_se _m the test was a Rocket as- Top right photo: The data from the test.
sis with a 450 CI Chevrolet from Right photo: The in-car video from the test session.
Custom Race Engines.
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